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Tuesday, February 5, 2013 529aObjective: Nicotinic acetylcholine receptors (nAChRs) are ligand-gated ion
channels which mediate Naþ, Kþ and Ca2þ conductance. The human muscle
subtype a1b1dε is an important target in drug discovery related to anaesthe-
sia or therapeutic approaches of intoxications with organophosphorus com-
pounds. Because of its high degree of homology with the human muscle
subtype, abdg nAChRs from the Torpedo electric organ are a suitable surro-
gate. For functional characterisation, cell-free electrophysiological methods
based on solid supported membranes (SSM) can be useful in cases where con-
ventional electrophysiology cannot be applied. In this sensor based technique,
charge translocation is measured via capacitive coupling of the supporting
membrane. To obtain a sufficient current density, multiple parameters have
an impact evaluated in this study.
Experimental procedures: Crude membranes from frozen electric organ of
Torpedo californica were purified with sucrose gradient centrifugation and
then adsorbed to SSM varying buffers, average vesicle size and incubation.
The activation of nAChR was measured with a SURFE2R workstation allowing
automated high throughput measurements. Voltage dependent sodium channels
were blocked with ambroxol. Rapid exchange of a non-activating buffer to an
activating buffer containing the agonist carbamoylcholine initiated Naþ influx
in the membrane vesicles. The results were correlated with the different exper-
imental designs.
Results: Depending on the average particle size, zeta potential and incubation,
stable and reproducible cholinergic signals were recorded (~ 1 nA). The use of
ambroxol prevented a premature collapse of the sodium gradient. Increasing
carbamoylcholine content in the activating solution led to curves with satura-
tion behaviour. However, carbamoylcholine concentrations > 1 mM seemed
to induce desensitisation of the receptors.
Conclusion: The results presented here demonstrate that functional high-
throughput measurements can be performed with native membranes of Torpedo
californica electric tissue. Though, maintaining and regeneration of sodium
gradient requires sensitive measurements.
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The region near a yeast cell has been probed by a pair of electrically conducting
probes that are 2 microns apart – closer than the cell diameter. The C-nanotubes
are 1.2 nm in diameter – of the size of molecules in the cell wall and able to
sense their environment without damaging the cell. As a control, measurements
of water and cell medium with micron-size metallic strips, but without the
nanotubes present, were made. To test the nano-probes in a controlled way,
they were attached to the metallic strips and then immersed in the test fluids.
The results show that the nanotubes play a key role in the observed complex
impedance. Then, the signal was compared for water, medium and yeast cells
added to the medium. Layers of stationary fluids a few microns deep were mea-
sured as a function of frequency from 10 to 10,000 Hz, (similar to dielectric
susceptibility in large collections of cells). The results show that the suscepti-
bility differences were largest in the frequency range from 10 to 1000Hz, with
the average impedance with cells about a factor of 4 higher than that with just
medium and a factor of 2 larger than with water. The results indicate that the
nanoprobes record a signal due to the presence of the cells, with weighting to-
ward the nearest cell. Finally, we flowed the medium with a low density of cells
past the nanoprobes and recorded the complex impedance at 100Hz. Dynamic
fluctuations in the signal were observed as the cells moved by, with somewhat
larger changes when a cell was near the probe, as indicated by video-
microscopy paired with the electrical record. Results indicate that the protocol
is applicable to other types of cells.
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Reagentless biosensors have been developed for the assay of several biologi-
cally significant molecules and are applied to a broad range of applications.
These sensors consist of fluorophore-protein adducts, whereby the protein pro-
vides specificity by binding the molecule of interest. The interaction between
the protein and ligand is detected directly via a change in fluorescence of the
attached fluorophore.
Such biosensors are being developed for two molecules, widely released by cel-
lular reactions, namely GDP and pyrophosphate. Pyrophosphate is released bymany enzymes including those catalyzing various steps in DNA transcription,
translation and replication as well as within various metabolic pathways. GDP
is the product of numerous cellular processes using GTP hydrolysis to regulate
the activity of GTPases. The strategy of identifying suitable protein scaffolds,
choosing appropriate fluorophore positions to detect ligand binding and modi-
fication of protein properties to remove unwanted side effects (i.e. GTP binding
in the case of a GDP biosensor) is described. These novel sensors aimed at mea-
suring the release of the two analytes from enzymic reactions in real time, with
high sensitivity and high time resolution, to study the rate of the reaction close
to physiological conditions.
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Zahra is a fluorescent protein (FP) voltage sensor of membrane potential that
exhibits fast kinetics (Baker et al., 2012). Archlight is another FP voltage sensor
that gives a large signal in response to membrane depolarizations (Jin et al.,
2012). Zahra utilizes the voltage-sensing domain from the Danio rerio
voltage-sensing phosphatase (VSP), while Archlight is based on the voltage-
sensing domain from the Ciona intestinealis VSP. In an attempt to make Arch-
light faster we aligned the transmembrane domains from several VSP homo-
logs. Some of the conserved residues that were charged or polar were also
conserved in the transmembrane domains of voltage-gated potassium channels,
voltage-gated sodium channels, voltage-gated calcium channels, and voltage-
gated proton pumps. Mutagenesis of these residues affected the speed of the
fluorescent response, the size of the fluorescent response, and the voltage-
dependence of the fluorescent response. We have designed mutant modules
of each transmembrane domain so that we may tweak this electrical lattice to
yield a genetically-encoded sensor that exhibits large fluorescent changes
with fast kinetics. The best sensor at the time of this abstract gives a 5% frac-
tional fluorescent change in response to 100 mV depolarization with a tauon
of <2.6 ms and a tauoff <2.4 ms.
This work was supported by the World Class Institute (WCI) Program of the
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF) funded by the Ministry of
Education, Science and Technology of Korea (MEST) (NRF Grant Num-
ber:WCI 2009-003) and by US NIH Grant DC005259.
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Biosensors couple binding events with a readily quantifiable optical output
signal. Proteins are excellent recognition modules because of their inherent
ability to bind ligands with high affinity and specificity. FRET is a powerful
detection method because it can be ratiometric and genetically encoded.
Researchers who wish to convert ordinary binding proteins into FRET-
based biosensors are faced with two main challenges: (i) how to establish
a binding-dependent conformational change, and (ii) how to make this change
sufficiently large to produce robust FRET output. Here we develop the FRag-
ment EXchange (FREX) methodology to address those two challenges. In the
FREX approach, point mutations are introduced into the full-length parent
protein to thermodynamically destabilize the protein and to knock out ligand
binding. A polypeptide segment that covers both mutation sites, but contains
the wild-type residues at those positions, is synthesized by partial sequence
duplication of the parent protein. In the absence of ligand, the full-length pro-
tein is sufficiently stable to assume its native conformation. Addition of ligand
induces a conformational change where a portion of the binding-incompetent
full-length protein is swapped by the corresponding peptide. Ternary complex
formation is driven by ligand binding energy and the gain in stability afforded
by restoring wild-type side chain interactions. Placement of fluorescent re-
porter groups onto the full-length protein and the peptide fragment directly
links ligand binding to a consistent and robust FRET increase. We demon-
strate the method using the tenth human fibronectin type III domain (FN3),
a versatile binding scaffold that has been previously modified to recognize
a variety of targets. FREX establishes a customizable platform for a con-
formational switch in which ligand binding is coupled to a high-output
reporter signal.
